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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 June 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country . more than one > ear prior to the date of application for patent in the United Slates. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakane (US 
Patent 6,240,534). 

4. As per claims 1 and 2, Nakane clearly discloses a monitoring circuit comprising a 
capacitor, charging means for charging the capacitor, discharging means for discharging the 
capacitor, voltage comparing means for comparing a certain reference voltage with a charging 
voltage of the capacitor, thereby generating a signal for resetting an operation of a monitoring 
object when the capacitor is charged to have a certain voltage or more, and source voltage 
deciding means for monitoring a source voltage of the monitoring object and resetting the 
operation of the monitoring object when the source voltage of the monitoring object is equal to 
or lower than a certain voltage [Abstract; Fig. 1, 7A and 7B; col. 4, lines 1-17; abnormality- 
monitoring circuit; col. 4, lines 34-36; comparator; col. 5, lines 25-31; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 
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4; if source voltage is low, a reset signal RST outputted to the CPU; col. 9, lines 1-16; col. 11, 
lines 6-10; clearly there are two comparison reference voltages (VI and V2) utilized where VI is 
a low threshold voltage and V2 is a high threshold voltage]. 



5. As per claim 3, Nakane discloses that the source voltage deciding means is constituted by 
a comparator and the charging means is constituted by a current source [Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 1- 
17]. 



6. As per claim 4, Nakane discloses that the first discharging means is constituted by a 
current source and the second discharging means is constituted by an analog switch, and either or 
both of the first and second discharging means is/are operated to invert an output of the voltage 
comparing means, thereby resetting the monitoring object when the source voltage of the 
monitoring object is equal to or lower than a certain voltage [Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 1-17; col. 4, 
lines 34-36; col. 5, lines 25-31; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 4; col. 9, lines 1-16; col. 11, lines 6- 
10]. 



7. As per claim 5, Nakane discloses that the first discharging means is constituted by a 
current source and the second discharging means is constituted by an N-type MOS transistor 
[Fig. 2]. 
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8. As per claim 6, Nakane discloses that the voltage comparing means is constituted by a 
window comparator [Fig. 2]. 

9. As per claim 7, Nakane discloses that the voltage comparing means is constituted by a 
hysteresis comparator [col. 4, lines 63-67]. 

10. As per claim 8, Nakane discloses that the capacitor is provided on an outside of the 
semiconductor device [Fig. 1; capacitor is outside the resetting portion]. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SURESH K. SURYAWANSHI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3668. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Suresh K Suryawanshi/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2115 



